
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR REF: KMPDU/LT/242/2026                                                                                7
TH 

JULY, 2026 

 

To: All KMPDU Members,  

 

Dear KMPDU Member, 

 

RE: URGENT MEMBER CALL FOR INPUT: MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS AND DENTISTS 

(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026 

Our profession has never been shaped by silence. Every milestone we have achieved has come because 

doctors chose to speak up, stand together, and defend what is right. 

Today, I am once again calling on you to lend your voice. 

The Medical Practitioners and Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 2026 is now before the National Assembly. 

This is not just another piece of legislation, it is a Bill that will define how our profession is regulated, 

who can practise, the standards we uphold, and the future of medical and dental practice in Kenya. 

As your Union, we have been invited to present KMPDU's position before the Departmental Committee 

on Health. That position must not be mine alone or that of the National Officials. It must reflect the 

wisdom, experience, and concerns of doctors from every corner of the country. 

The proposed amendments touch on critical issues, including the restructuring of the Medical Council, 

registration of foreign practitioners, mandatory professional indemnity, stronger penalties against illegal 

practice, and the protection of patients' rights through the prohibition of detaining patients or deceased 

persons over unpaid bills. 

These are significant proposals that deserve careful scrutiny from those who understand the realities of 

healthcare better than anyone else, YOU. 

I therefore urge every member to review the proposed Bill and share your comments, concerns, technical 

recommendations, or suggested amendments to nec@kmpdu.org, info@kmpdu.org.  

Deadline for submission of member input: Thursday, 9th July 2026, at 4:00 PM (EAT). 

KMPDU has always been strongest when our members participate. Let us once again demonstrate that 

the future of our profession is best shaped by those who serve in it every day. 

mailto:nec@kmpdu.org
mailto:info@kmpdu.org


 

 

Deputy Chairman                                                  Deputy Secretary General                                            Deputy Treasurer  
Dr. Kahura Mundia                                              Dr. Miskellah Dennis                                                  Dr. Renoh Omoro 

 

I look forward to receiving your invaluable input. 

 

In Solidarity, 

 

 

Dr. Davji Bhimji Atellah 

Secretary General & CEO   

Kenya Medical Practitioners, Pharmacists, and Dentists Union (KMPDU) 



P. O. Box 41842-00100 
Nairobi, Kenya 

Main Parliament Buildings 

When replying, please quote 
Ref. NA/DDC/DC-H/2026/60 

Ms. Moses Oluoch Oguna 
Secretary General 

Mirage Tower. Off Waiyaki Way 
P.O Box 62452-00200 

The Optometrists Association of Kenya (OAK) 

info@optometristskenya.org 
NAIROBI 

Dr. Lyndah Kemunto 
Kenya Medical Association (KMA) 
Secretary General 

P.O. Box 48502 - 00100, 
NAIROBI 
Dr. Kahura Mundia 

4th Floor, KMA Centre, Chyulu Road (at the Mara Road junction), Upper Hill 

President. 
Kenya Dental Association 

P.O. Box 20059-00200 
NAIROBI 

5th Avenue Office Suites Building, 7th Floor, Ngong Road 

Mr. Gideon Kipruto Kibowen 
Chaírman 

P. O BOX 0077-00202 
NAIROBI 

Kenya Dental Technologists Association (KDTA) 

kdta201 0@gmail.com 

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
OFFICE OF THE CLERK 

Dr. Davji Bhimji Atellah 
Secretary General 

Road and Kamburu Drive) 

HARAMI 

Kenya Medical Practitioners, Pharmacists and Dentists Union (KMPDU), 

P.O. Box I57-00202 

Telephone: +254202848000 ext. 3300 
Email: cna(@parliament.go.ke 

www.parliament.go.kelthe-national-assembly 

Blue Violets Plaza, 5th Floor, Suite 506, on Kindaruma Lane (at the junction of Kindaruma 

Kenyatta National Hospital (KNH) 
NAIROBI. 
Ms. Beatrice Achieng 
President 
Oral Health Association of Kenya 

6th July, 2026 

Waceke Plaza Next to Naivas Supermarket Nasra 
Along Spine Road from Mama Lucy Kibaki Hospital 
NAIROBI 



Dr. Anne Musuva 
Chief Executive Oficer 
Kenya Healthcare Federation 
2nd Floor, Kedong House, Office No. 6 
Junction of Lenana Road and Ralph Bunch Road. 
P.O. Box 37929- 00100 
NAIROBI 

Dear 

RE: CONSIDERATION OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS AND DENTISTS 
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026 (NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 10 OF 
2026) BY THE DEPARTMENTALCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

The Departmental Committee on Health is established pursuant to Standing Order No. 216 
of the National Assembly and mandated to, among other things, study and review all 
legislation referred to it. 

In line with Standing Order I27(), the Medical Practitioners and Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 
2026 (National Assembly Bill No. 10 of 2026) sponsored by Hon. Duncan Maina Mathenge, 
MP, was read a first time in the House and committed to the Committee for consideration 
and reporting back to the House. A copy of the Bill is forwarded herewith. 

The Bill seeks to amend the Medical Practitioners and Dentists Act, Cap. 253 to provide for 
the regulation of community oral health officers, dental technologists and optometrists. The 
Bill also seeks to provide for the registration of foreign practitioners who are resident in 
Kenya. The Bill further seeks to curb fraudulent procurement of registration licences by the 
various practitioners. 

Pursuant to Article |18()(b) of the Constitution of Kenya and National Assembly Standing 
Order I27(3), the Committee has resolved to meet with stakeholders to hear their views 
and comments on the Bill. 

This is therefore to invite you to a meeting with the Committee on Monday, 13th July, 2026 
at 12.00 noon to make your submissions on the Bill. The venue for the meeting will be 
communicated in due course. 

We request that you send electronic copies of your submissions to the Office of the Clerk of 
the National Assembly via email: cna@parlianment.go.ke by Friday, 10th July, 2026 at 
5.00 pm and appear with fifteen (15) hard copies during the meeting for reference by the 
Committee. 

The Committee's Liaison Oficers for this meeting are Mr. Adan Gindicha, Head of 
Department (Social Sector) who may be contacted on Tel No. 07204501 |12 or email: 
adan.gindicha@parliament.go.ke and Dr. Christine Sagini (Lead Clerk), Tel. No. 
0725052269 and christine.sagini@parliament.go.ke. 

Yours 

JEREMIAH NDOMBI, MBS 
For: ÇLERK OF THE NAIIONAL ASSEMBLY 
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THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS AND DENTISTS

(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026

A Bill for

AN ACT of Parliament to amend the Medical

Practitioners and Dentists Act

ENACTED by the Parliament of Kenya, as follows-

1. This Act may be cited as the Medical Practitioners

and Dentists (Amendment) Act, 2026.

2. The Medical Practitioners and Dentists Act, Cap

253 (in this Act referred to as the "principal Act"), is
amended by deleting the Long Title and substituting
therefor the following new Long Title-

"An Act of Parliament to provide for the training,

registration and licensing of medical and dental

practitioners, community oral health officers, dental

technologists, optometrists and health institutions and for
connected purposes"

3. Section 2 of the principal Act is amended-

(a) by inserting the following new definitions in their
alphabetical sequence

"dental technologist" means a person who has

undergone the prescribed course or training in an approved
institution, and holds a post graduate degree, degree, higher
diploma or diploma in dentistry";

"optometrist" means a person who has undergone the

prescribed course or training in an approved institution, and

holds a diploma, higher diploma or degree in optometry";

"optometry" means the examination, evaluation,

diagnosis, treatment or performance of preventive
procedures related to diseases, disorders or conditions of
the human visual system

(b) in the definition of the term "Council" by deleting
the words "Kenya Medical Practitioners and

Dentists Council" and substituting therefor the

words "Medical and Dental Council of Kenya";

(c) by deleting the definition of the words "private

practice"; and

Short title.

Amendment of  the

long title.

Amendment of
section 2 of Cap.
252
253.
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(d) by deleting the definition of the words "private
practitioner

4. Section 3 of the principal Act is amended in

subsection (1) by deleting the words "Kenya Medical
Practitioners and Dentists Council" appearing immediately
after the words "known as the" and substituting therefor the
words "Medical and Dental Council of Kenya".

5. Section 4 of the principal Act is amended -

(a)

(b)

in paragraph (b) by inserting the words

"community oral health officers, dental

technologists and optometrists" immediately after
the word "practitioners";

in paragraph (c) by inserting the words

"community oral health officers, dental
technologists and optometrists" immediately after
the word "practitioners";

(c) by deleting paragraph (d) and substituting therefor
the following new paragraph-

"(d) maintain a record of students undertaking
medical, dental, community oral health, dental
technology and optometry studies";

(d) in paragraph (g) by inserting the words

"community oral health, dental technology and
optometry immediately after the word "dental";

(e) in paragraph (h) by inserting the words

"community oral health officers, dental
technologists and optometrists" immediately after

(f)

(g)

the word "practitioners";

in paragraph (i) by inserting the words

"community oral health officers, dental

technologists and optometrists" immediately after
the word "practitioners";

in paragraph (j) by inserting the words
"community oral health officers, dental
technologists and optometrists" immediately after
the word "practitioners"; and

(h) in paragraph (o) by inserting the words
"community oral health officers, dental

Amendment of

section 3 of Cap.
252
253.

Amendment of
section 4 of Cap.
253
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technologists, optometrists" immediately after the

word "practitioners".

6. Section 5 is amended in subsection (3) by inserting
the following new paragraphs immediately after paragraph

(c)

"(ca) a register of dental technologists;

(cb) a register of optometrists;

7. Section 6 of the principal Act is amended

(a) in subsection (5)(f) by deleting the word

"temporary" appearing immediately after the
words "Council for";

(b) by inserting the following new subsection

immediately after subsection (5)-

"(5A) A person who-

(a) is resident of Kenya;

(b) is a holder of a degree or other qualification
obtained from a university in Kenya or the East

African Community which is recognized by the

Council as making the person eligible for

registration;

(c) presents proof of completion of internship; and

(d) satisfies the Council that the person is a person of

good moral standing;

may apply to the Council for registration as a medical

or dental practitioner; and

(c) in subsection (6) by inserting the expression
"(5A)" immediately after the expression (5);

8. The principal Act is amended by inserting

following new sections immediately after section 6-

Registration of
Community Oral
Health Officers.Health Officers

6А. (1) A person who

(a) is a citizen of Kenya;

(b)

267

Amendment of

section 5 on Cap.

253.

Amendment of

section 6 of Cap.

253.

the Insertion of new

sections in Cap.

253.

is a holder of a degree or diploma
obtained from a University or College
in Kenya or the East African
Community which is recognized by
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Registration of dental
technologist.

(c)

the Council as making the person
eligible for registration;

presents proof of completion on

internship; and

(d) satisfies the Council that the person is

a person of good moral standing,

may apply to the Council for registration
as a community oral health officer under this
Act.

(2) An application made under subsection

(1) shall be in the prescribed form and
shall be accompanied by the

prescribed fees.

(3) The Council shall consider an

application made under this section

and shall register the applicant if
satisfied that the applicant is-

(a) duly qualified in terms of this section;
and

(b) a fit and proper person to be

registered.

6B. (1) A person who-

(a) is a citizen of Kenya;

(b) is a holder of a post graduate degree,
degree or diploma in dentistry
obtained from a University or

College in Kenya or the East African

Community which is recognized by
the Council as making the person
eligible for registration; and

(c) satisfies the Council that the person is

a person of good moral standing;
may apply to the Council for

registration as a dental techno  logist
under this Act.

(2) An application made under subsection
(1) shall be in the prescribed form and shall

be accompanied by the prescribed fees.



Registration of an

optometrist.

Pre-registration

Examination.
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(3) The Council shall consider every

application made under this section and shall
register the applicant if satisfied that the

applicant is-

(a) duly qualified in terms of this section;
and

(b) a fit and proper person to be

registered.

6C. (1) A person who-

(a) is a citizen of Kenya;

(b)

(c)

is a holder of a degree or diploma

obtained from a University or College

in Kenya or the East African

Community which is recognized by
the Council as making the person

eligible for registration; and

) satisfies the Council that the person is

a person of good moral standing, may
apply to the Council for registration as

an optometrist under this Act.

(2) An application made under subsection

(1) shall be in the prescribed form and shall

be accompanied by the prescribed fees.

(3) The Council shall consider every

application made under this section and shall

register the applicant if satisfied that the

applicant is-

(a) duly qualified in terms of this section;

and

(b) a fit and proper person to be

registered.

6D. A person who intends to be registered

as a community oral health officers, dental
technologists or optometrists under this Act

shall undertake a pre-registration

examination.

269
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9. Section 8 of the principal Act is amended-

(a) in subsection (4) by-

(i) deleting the words "1st July" appearing

immediately after the words "not later than"

and substituting therefor the words 31st

March"; and

(ii) inserting the words "and email" immediately
after the words "registered post"; and

(b) in subsection (5) by inserting the words

"community oral health officer, dental technologist

and optometrist" immediately after the word

"dentist".

10. Section 9 of the principal Act is amended in

(a) subsection (1) by—

(i)

(11)

inserting the words "community oral health
officer, dental technologist and optometrist"
immediately after the word "dentist";

deleting the word "March" appearing
immediately after the words "not later than"

and substituting therefor the word "January;

(iii) inserting the word license status immediately
after the word "qualifications"; and

(iv) inserting the words "community oral health
officer, dental technologist and optometrist"
immediately after the word "dental

practitioners"; and

(b) subsection (2) by-

(i) inserting the words "community oral health
officer, dental technologist and optometrist"
immediately after the word "dental

practitioner;

11. Section 10 of the principal Act is amended by
inserting the words "community oral health officer, dental
technologist and optometrist" immediately after the words
"dental practitioners";

12. Section 11B of the principal Act is amended in-

Amendment of

section 8 of Cap.
253.

Amendment of

section 9 of Cap.
253.

Amendment of
section 10 of Cap.
253253.

Amendment of

section 11B of

Cap. 253.
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(b)
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subsection (2) (a) by deleting the words

"recognized by the Council" appearing
immediately after the word training and

substituting therefor the words "of at least three

years"; and

subsection (4) (b) by deleting the word "six"
appearing immediately after the word "at least"
and substituting therefor the word "twelve.

13. Section 12 of the principal Act is amended in the

marginal note by deleting the word "Specialist" and
substituting therefor the word "Practicing".

14. Section 13 of the principal Act is amended by
inserting the following new subsection immediately after
subsection (5)-

(6) The Council may grant temporary licenses
practice to eligible medical or dental practitioners

perform specific work or works in specific institutions
Kenya.

to

to

in

(7) A temporary license issued under subsection (6)
shall be for a period not exceeding three months.

15. Section 15 of the principal Act is amended in

subsection (9) by inserting the word "suspend"
immediately after the word "renew".

16. The principal Act is amended by deleting section
15A and substituting therefor the following new section-

Professional
indemnity.

15A. (1) Every medical practitioner shall
in each year take a professional indemnity
cover as a requirement for being issued with

a practicing license.

(2) Every owner or operator of a health
institution shall in each year insure the

health institution against professional
liability of the employees of the health
institution.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the
Council may exempt the requirement of

professional indemnity in cases where a

medical practitioner proves that they are not

engaging in practice.
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Amendment of

section 12 of Cap.
253

Amendment of

section 12 of Cap.
253.

Amendment of

section 15 of Cap.
253.

Amendment of
section 154section 15A of

Cap. 253.
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Amendment of17. Section 16 of the principal Act is amended-

(a) in the marginal note by inserting the words "and
electronic media" immediately after the word
"Gazette"; and

(b) by inserting the words "and the official

communication platforms of the Council"

immediately after the word "Gazette".

18. Section 17 of the principal Act is amended

(a) in the marginal note by deleting the words "section
15" and substituting therefor with the words "section 12

and 14"; and

(b) by deleting the words "section 15" appearing
immediately after the words "licensed under" and

substituting therefor the words "section 12 and
14".

19. Section 18 of the principal Act is amended by-
(i) deleting the word "qualified" appearing

immediately after the words "signed by a duly

and substituting therefor the words registered
and licensed"; and

(ii) deleting the words "section 13" appearing
immediately after the word "under" and

substituting therefor the words "sections 12

and 14".

20. Section 20 of the principal Act is amended

subsection (6) (f) by deleting the word permanently".
21. The principal Act is amended in section 22 by

in

(a) deleting the marginal note and substituting
therefor the following new marginal note-

"Offences and penalties"

(b) inserting the following new

immediately after subsection (5)-

"(6) (1)A person who—

subsection

(a) willfully procures or attempts to procure to be
registered or licensed under any of the provisions

of this Act by making or producing or causing to
be made or produced any false or fraudulent

representation or declaration orally or in writing;
and

section 16 of Cap.

253

Amendment of

section 17 of Cap.
253.

Amendment of

section 18 of Cap.
253.

Amendment of

section 20 of Cap.
253.253.

Amendment of
section 22 of Cap.
253253.
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aids or assists a person to fraudulently procure a

registration or license, shall be guilty of an offence

and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not

exceeding three hundred thousand shillings or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve
months or to both.

(2) The Registrar shall, upon conviction of a person

under this sub-section, remove the name of the person from

the register or cancel the license of the practitioner, as the

case may be.

(7) A person who detains a patient or body of а
deceased person due to unpaid medical bills commits an
offence and shall be liable upon conviction to a fine not

exceeding five million shillings or to a term of

imprisonment not exceeding five years or to both.

22. Section 26 of the principal Act is amended-

(a) in subsection (1) by deleting the words "Kenya
Medical Practitioners and Dentists Council"

appearing immediately after the words

"enforceable by or against" and substituting
therefor the words "Medical and Dental Council of

Kenya".

(b) in subsection (2) by deleting the words "Kenya
Medical Practitioners and Dentists Council"

appearing immediately after the words "employees
of the" and substituting therefor the words

"Medical and Dental Council of Kenya".

(c) by inserting the following new subsection

immediately after subsection 4-

(5) Notwithstanding anything in this Act-

(a) a person who, immediately before the date of
coming into operation of this Act, was in active

practice under the style and names of "Community

Oral Health Officer", "Dental Technologist" or
"Optometrist", having previously been awarded a
certificate after a prescribed course of training at
an approved training institution, and who had not
been the subject of any disciplinary or other

criminal proceedings arising from the practice in

Amendment of

273

section 26 of Ca
section 26 of Cap.
253.
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the three years preceding the commencement of
this Act shall be entitled to be registered under this

Act;

(b) a person who immediately before the date of

commencement of this Act was engaged in private

practice as a community oral health officer, dental
technologist or optometrist shall be entitled to

continue in such practice without a license under

this Act-

1 for a period of one year beginning with the
date of the commencement of this Act; and

(ii) if before the expiration of six months, the

person applies for a license under this Act,

until the license is granted or finally refused or

the application is withdrawn;

(c) a holder of a degree or diploma in community oral

health, dental technology or optometry who

intends to undertake internship training shall, at
the commencement of this Act, apply for an
internship license to the Council in the prescribed
form and the internship license shall be valid for a
period not exceeding twelve months within a
practicing year

(d) the council shall grant temporary licenses to

eligible foreign dental technology students to

perform specific works or work in specific
institution in Kenya.
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MEMORANDUM OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Statement of Objects and Reasons for the Bill

275

The principal objective of this Bill is to amend the Medical

Practitioners and Dentists Act. Cap 253 to provide for the regulation of
community oral health officers, dental technologists and optometrists.
Further, the Bill seeks to provide for the registration of foreign

practitioners who are resident in Kenya. The Bill also seeks to curb

fraudulent procurement of registration licenses by the various

practitioners.

Statement on the delegation of legislative powers and limitation
fundamental rights and freedoms

of

The Bill does not delegate legislative powers nor does it limit

fundamental rights and freedoms.

Statement on whether the Bill concerns County Governments

The Bill does concerns county governments in terms of Article

110(1)(a) of the Constitution.

Statement that the Bill is not a money Bill within the meaning of
Article 114 of the Constitution

This Bill is not a money Bill within the meaning of Article 114 of the

Constitution.

Dated the 3rd March, 2026.

DUNCAN MAINA MATHENGE,

Member of Parliament.
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Section 2 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend

2. Interpretation

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

assessment" means the determination of the suitability for

registration under the Act by means of oral or written examination or both;

"Board" deleted by Act No. 5 of 2019, Sch.

"Cabinet Secretary" means the Cabinet Secretary for the time being
responsible for matters relating to health;

"Council" means the Kenya Medical Practitioners and Dentists

Council established under section 3;

"community oral health" means the provision of curative,

preventive and promotive oral health care;

community oral health officer", means a person who has

undergone the prescribed course of training in an approved institution, and
holds a diploma, higher diploma or degree in community oral health;

"dental practitioner" and "dentist" mean a person registered under
this Act as a dentist; "dentistry" and "dental services" include the

performance of an operation and the giving of treatment, advice or

attendance as is usually performed or given by dentists, and an operation
or treatment, advice or attendance on or to any person preparatory to or for

the purpose of or in connection with the fitting, insertion or fixing of
artificial teeth;

"general practice" means the practice of general medicine or

dentistry other than specialist practice as defined in the Act;

"health facility" has the meaning assigned to it in the Health Act,
(No. 21 of 2017);

"health institution" means a facility that is operated or designed to
provide in-patient or out-patient treatment, diagnostic or therapeutic
interventions, nursing, rehabilitative, palliative, convalescent, preventative
or other health service for public and private use by medical and dental
practitioners; "intern" means a person holding a medical or dental degree
or its equivalent recognized by the Council or a person who has passed the
internship qualifying examination, who is undergoing a prescribed period
of internship in a recognized institution;

"internship" means a prescribed period of employment during which
a medical or dental graduate works under supervision to fulfill registration
requirements;
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"internship qualifying examination" means a written or oral
examination or both which determines the suitability of foreign trained
graduates who holds a degree recognized by the Board to undergo
internship;

"license" means an annual practising license issued under section 12
of this Act;

"medical practitioner" means a person registered under this Act as a

medical practitioner;

pre-registration examination" means a written or oral examination
or both which determines the suitability for registration under section 6(3)
of the Act;

private practice" means the practice of medicine or of dentistry, as
the case may be, for a fee either in kind or cash;

private practitioner" means a person registered under this Act as
either a medical practitioner or a dentist who is also licensed under section

15 to practise medicine or dentistry for fees either in cash or in kind;

"professional misconduct" means a serious digression from

established or recognized standards or rules of the profession, that
includes a breach of such codes of ethics or conduct as may be prescribed
for the profession from time to time;

"register" means the register of medical practitioners, dental

practitioners and health institutions for public and private practice which
the Council is required by section 5 to keep;

"Registrar" means the Registrar of Medical Practitioners and
Dentists constituted by section 5.

"specialist" means a medical practitioner or dentist who has

completed an approved post graduate training programme in a particular

field of medicine or dentistry, and who has thereafter gained sufficient
experience and demonstrated to the Council's satisfaction adequate
knowledge and skill, in his chosen field;

"specialist practice" means the practice of medicine or dentistry in a
specialized field;

Section 3 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend-

3. Establishment of the Council

(1) There is established a Council to be known as the Kenya Medical
Practitioners and Dentists Council.
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(2) The Council shall be a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a common seal and capable, in its corporate name, of-

(a) suing and being sued;

(b) taking, purchasing or otherwise acquiring, holding, charging and
disposing of movable and immovable property; and

(c) doing or performing all such other things or acts necessary for the
proper performance of its functions under this Act as may
lawfully be done or performed by  a  body corporate.

Section 4 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend-

4. Functions of the Council

(1) The functions of the Council shall be to-

(a) establish and maintain uniform norms and standards on

learning of medicine and dentistry in Kenya;

the

(b) approve and register medical and dental schools for training of
medical and dental practitioners;

(c) forprescribe the minimum educational entry requirements
persons wishing to be trained as medical and dental practitioners;

(d) maintain a record of medical and dental students;

(e) conduct internship qualifying examinations, preregistration
examinations, and peer reviews as deemed appropriate by the
Council;

(f) inspect and accredit new and existing institutions for medical and

dental internship training in Kenya;

(g) license eligible medical and dental interns;

(h)

(i)

determine and set a framework for professional practice of
medical and dental practitioners;

register eligible medical and dental practitioners;

regulate the conduct of registered medical and dental practitioners

and take such disciplinary measures for any form of professional
misconduct;

(k) register and license health institutions;

(1) carry out inspection of health institutions;

(m) regulate health institutions and take disciplinary action for any
form of misconduct by a health institution;
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(n) accredit continuous professional development providers;

(o) issue certificate of status to medical and dental practitioners and
health institutions; and

(p) do all such other things necessary for the attainment of all or any
part of its functions.

Section 6 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend

6. Registration of medical practitioners and dentists

(1) A person who-

(a) is a citizen of Kenya;

(b) is a holder of a degree or other qualification obtained from a

University in Kenya or the East African Community which is
recognized by the Council as making him eligible for registration;

(c) presents proof of completion of internship; and

(d) satisfies the Council that he is a person of good moral standing,
may apply to the Council for full registration as a medical or
dental practitioner under this Act.

(2) A person who-

(a) is a citizen of Kenya;

(b) is a holder of a degree or other qualification obtained from a
University outside Kenya or outside the East African Community
which is recognized by the Council as making him eligible for
registration;

(c) has passed the internship qualifying examinations;

(d) presents proof of completion of internship; and

(e) satisfies the Council that he is a person of good moral standing,
may apply to the Council for full registration as a medical or
dental practitioner under this Act.

(3) A person who-

(a) is a citizen of Kenya;

(b) is a holder of a degree or other qualification obtained from a
University outside Kenya or outside the East African Community
which is recognized by the Council as making him eligible for
registration;
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(c) presents proof of completion of internship in the country in
which he trained;

(d) has passed pre-registration examination; and

(e) satisfies the Council that he is a person of good moral standing,
may apply to the Council for full registration as a medical or
dental practitioner under this Act.

(4) A person who-

(a) is a citizen of the East African Community;

(b) is a holder of a degree or other qualification recognized by the
Council as making him eligible for registration;

(c) presents proof of registration in their country of origin; and

(d) satisfies the Council that he is a person of good moral standing,
may apply to the Council for reciprocal registration as a medical
or dental practitioner under this Act.

(5) A person who-

(a) is not citizen of Kenya or of a partner state of the East African
Community;

(b) is a holder of a degree or other qualification recognized by the
Council as making him eligible for registration;

(c) presents proof of registration from the country of origin or any
other jurisdiction;

(d) satisfies the Council that, he has acquired sufficient knowledge
of, and experience in, the practice of medicine or dentistry as the
case may be;

(e) satisfies the Council that he is a person of good moral standing;
and

(f) has passed an examination prescribed by the Council, may apply
to the Council for temporary registration as a foreign medical or
dental practitioner under this Act as is prescribed in regulations.

(6) An application made under subsections (1), (2), (3), (4) or (5)
shall be in the prescribed form and shall be accompanied by the prescribed
fee.

(7) The Council shall consider every application made under this
section and shall register the applicant if satisfied that the applicant is-

(a) duly qualified in terms of  this section; and
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(b) a fit and proper person to be so registered.

Section 8 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend

8. Correction of register
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(1) The Registrar shall from time to time make any necessary
alterations and corrections in the register in relation to any entry therein.

(2) The Registrar shall remove from the register-

(a) the name of every deceased person;

(b) the name of every person convicted of an offence under section

(c)

19;

the name of every person whose name the Board has under

section 20 directed should be struck off the register; and

(d) any entry which has been incorrectly or fraudulently made in the
register.

(3) The Registrar may, with the consent of the person concerned,
remove from the register the name of a person who has ceased to practise.

(4) The Registrar shall, not later than 1st July in each year, send by
registered post to every person registered in the register a notice inquiring
whether or not that person has ceased to practise or has changed his
address, and, if no answer is returned to the inquiry within six months
from the posting thereof, the name of that person may be removed from

the register; but a name removed under this subsection may, at the request
of the person concerned and on payment of the prescribed fee, be
reinstated by the Registrar.

(5) The Registrar-General of Births and Deaths shall notify the
Registrar of  the death of any registered medical practitioner or dentist.

Section 9 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend-

9. Publication of register

(1) The Registrar shall publish in the Gazette as soon as may
practicable after registration the name of every medical practitioner
dentist registered in the register.

be

or

(2) The Registrar shall once in every year, as soon as convenient
after 1st January, but not later than 31st March, publish in the print
electronic media, as approved by the Board, a list containing the names,
qualifications and registered addresses of all registered medical and dental

or

practitioners.
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(3) It shall be the duty of every medical and dental practitioner to

inform the Registrar immediately of any change in his registered address.

Section 11B of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend

11B. Recognition of specialists

(1) The Council may recognize a medical or dental practitioner as a
specialist in any of the fields under the Act or the rules thereunder.

(2) A medical or dental practitioner shall be recognized as a
specialist if the medical or dental practitioner-

(a) is a holder of a post graduate qualification equivalent to masters'
degree in medicine or dental surgery awarded after a period of
training recognized by the Council; and

(b) has at least two years' experience after obtaining the post graduate
qualification under the supervision of a recognized specialist.

(3) The Council may recognize a medical or dental practitioner as a
subspecialist in any of the fields under the Act or the rules thereunder. (4)
A medical or dental practitioner shall be recognized as a sub-specialist if
the medical or dental practitioner

(a) possesses a basic specialist qualification in his or her discipline;

(b) has at least six months training; and

(c) has at least one-year experience under the supervision of a
recognized sub-specialist.

Section 12 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend-

12. Specialist licences

(1) The Council shall issue in accordance with this section and rules

made under this Act, general, specialist and any other practising licences
as the Council shall determine from time to time authorizing medical

practitioners and dentists named therein to practice medicine or dentistry.

(2) An application for a practising licence under subsection (1) shall
be made to the Council in the prescribed form and accompanied by the

prescribed fee.

the
(3) All medical practitioners and dentists shall be required to satisfy

Council's requirement for continuing professional development before
the renewal of annual practising licences.

(4) A practising licence shall bear the date of day on which it is
issued and shall have effect from that day: Provided that a practising



The Medical Practitioners and Dentist (Amendment) Bill, 2026 283

licence issued during the first month of any practising year shall have
effect, for all purposes, from the beginning of that month.

(5) The practising year for a practising licence shall be from the first
of January to the thirty-first of December:

Provided that the Council, in consultation with the Cabinet Secretary,
may, by order in the Gazette, alter the practising year and the order may

make such transitional provisions regarding incidental matters as may be
expedient.

(6) A practising license shall expire at the end of the practising year
in which it was issued:

Provided that, where the name of a medical or dental practitioner is

removed or struck off the register, the practising license, if any, shall
expire forthwith.

Section 13 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend-

13. Internship and temporary licences

(1) A medical and dental graduate who intends to undertake
internship training shall apply to the Council in the prescribed form and

upon payment of the prescribed fee for an internship licence.

(2) If the Council is satisfied that the graduate meets the set

requirements, it shall issue the graduate an internship licence with or
without conditions on the licence.

(3) The Council shall grant temporary licences to eligible foreign
medical and dental students to perform specific work or works in specific
institutions in Kenya.

(4) An internship licence issued under subsection (2) shall be for a
period not exceeding twelve months within a practising year.

(5) A temporary licence issued under subsection (3) shall be for a
period not exceeding twelve months within a practising year and may be
renewed.

Section 15 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend

15. Registration of health institutions

(1) A person or organization may apply to the Council for the
registration of a health institution in the prescribed form which shall be

accompanied by the prescribed fee.
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meets

(2) Where the applicant satisfies the Council that the institution
the requirements for registration, the Council shall register the

facility as an approved health institution.

(3) The Council shall issue to every approved health institution

registered under this Act, a certificate of registration in the prescribed
form

made

(4) The Council shall issue in accordance with this section and rules

under this Act, a licence authorizing the use of any premises as a
health institution.

(5) An application for a licence under subsection (4) shall be made to
the Council in the prescribed form and accompanied by the prescribed fees
and shall be made on or before the thirtieth of October of each practising
year.

(6) A licence issued under this section shall bear the date of day on
which it is issued and shall have effect from that date: Provided that а

licence issued during the first month of any practising year shall have
effect for all purposes from the beginning of that month.

(7) A licence issued under this section shall be displayed in a
conspicuous place at the health institution to which the licence relates.

(8) A licence issued under this section shall specify the nature of
services that may be provided by the health institution.

(9) The Council may decline to renew, cancel, withdraw or revoke
any licence issued under this section, if it is satisfied that the health

institution is being operated in a manner that contravenes any provisions
of the Act or any regulations made under this Act.

(10) A health institution registered under this Act shall be inspected
by the Council.

(11) No premise shall be used by any person as a health institution
unless it is registered and licenced for such use by the Council.

Section 15A of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend

15A. Professional indemnity

Every practitioner shall in each year take a professional indemnity
cover and every health institution shall in each year insure the health

institution against professional liability of its staff.

Section 16 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend-

16. Licences to be published in Gazette

The issue and the cancellation, revocation or withdrawal of a licence

under section 13 or section 15 shall be published in the Gazette.
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Section 17 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend

17. No fees recoverable unless person licensed under section 15
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No person shall be entitled to recover a charge for medical or surgical
advice or attendance, or for the performance of an operation as a medical
practitioner or dentist, or for medicine which he has prescribed and
supplied as a medical practitioner or dentist, unless he is at the time

appropriately licensed under section 15.

Section 18 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend

18. Certificate not valid unless signatory registered, etc

No certificate or other document required by law to be signed by a
duly qualified medical or dental practitioner shall be valid unless signed
by a person registered as a medical or dental practitioner under this Act or,
where the context so admits, by a person who is licensed by the Board
under section 13.

Section 20 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend-

20. Disciplinary proceedings

(1) Any person who is dissatisfied with any professional service
offered, or alleges a breach of standards by a registered or licensed person
under this Act, may lodge a complaint in the prescribed manner to the
Council.

(2) The Council may, or through a committee appointed for that
purpose, inquire into any complaint of professional misconduct,
malpractice or any breach of standards.

(3) Upon an inquiry held by the Council to determine the complaint
made under subsection (2), the person whose conduct is being inquired
into shall be afforded an opportunity of being heard, either in person

through a representative.
or

(4) For purposes of proceedings at any inquiry held under this
section, the Council may administer oaths, enforce the attendance
witnesses and production of books and documents.

of

(5) The Council shall regulate its own procedure in disciplinary
proceedings.

(6) Where after an inquiry, the Council determines that a person is
guilty, the Council may-

(a) issue a caution or reprimand in writing;
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(c)
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(b) direct a medical practitioner or dentist to undergo remedial
training for a period not exceeding twelve months;

direct the medical practitioner or dentist be placed on probation
for a period not exceeding six months;

(d) suspend, withdraw or cancel the practising licence of a medical
practitioner or dentist for a period not exceeding twelve months;

(e) suspend, withdraw or cancel the licence of a health institution or a

section of the health institution for a period not exceeding twelve
months;

(f) permanently remove the name of a medical practitioner or dentist

from the registers under section 5(3); or

(g) in addition to the penalties stipulated in paragraphs (a), (b), (c),
(d), (e) or (f), impose a fine which the Council deems appropriate
in the circumstance.

(7) A person or health institution whose licence has been withdrawn
or cancelled under subsection (6), shall forthwith surrender the license
the Council.

to

(8) A person or health institution whose name has been removed
from the register under subsection (6)(f) shall forthwith surrender the
registration certificate to the Council.

(9) A person aggrieved by a decision of the Council made under
subsection (6) may, within thirty days from the date of the decision of the
Council, appeal to the High Court.

(10) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 3A (5), the Council
shall not remove the name of a person from the register under subsection
(6) unless at least seven members of the Council are present in the inquiry.

Section 22 of Cap. 253 which it is proposed to amend-

22.Penalty for unregistered and unlicensed person practising

or

(1) A person who is not registered or licensed, including a person
aiding or assisting therein, under this Act, and makes or produces or
causes to be made or produced any false or fraudulent presentation
declaration either orally or in writing, commits an offence and shall be
liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding five million shillings or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or to both.

2) Any person who falsely takes or uses any name, title or addition
implying a qualification to practice medicine or dentistry or who not being
registered or licensed under this Act, practices or professes to practice or
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publishes his name as practising medicine or dentistry, commits an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding five
million shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or
to both.

(3) Any person who uses the title "doctor" unless he is registered or
licensed under this Act as a medical practitioner or dentist or has acquired
doctoral qualifications or has obtained such qualifications which entitles
him to use that title, commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction

to a fine not exceeding five million shillings or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding five years or to both.

(4) Any person who, while in charge of a health institution, employs
or engages the services of another person as a medical practitioner or
dentist who is not registered and licenced under this Act, commits an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding ten
million shillings or imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or to
both.

(5) A person who uses premises as a health institution which
premises is not licensed as a health institution commits an offence and

shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding ten million shillings or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or to both.








